96

7L —AAEH
Fujilace Co., Ltd.

376-0011 B¥BEREETEER-15

15, Aioi-cho, Kiryu-city, Gunma 376-0011, Japan
Tel:81 (0)277-53-6374 Fax:81 (0)277-53-2017
hideo-niwa28@mbr.nifty.com

g RZE> A>TV THL—R
Manufacturing of laces using washi paper thread
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Fujilace manufactures laces for curtains and develops products made of various materials using the knitting-technigue of the raschel machine.<As-a
project to build a self support system in 2005, the company developed an agricultural net that is<knit with thread madefrom traditional Japanese
“washi”paper and corn-based polylactide fiber. This net, used for supporting vines of potato plants;is biodegradable and can be buried underground
after use. The setting of net size and strength is adjustable according to the type of crops. Many farms are still .using polypropylenée nets, but.the
environmental consciousness in recent years has raised awareness of this eco-friendly net. The company is testing the net at several farms,in AOmori
and Nagano prefectures and developing a marketing network at the same time. The net's alternative use for skyscraper walls is to’be demonstrated at
exhibitions as well. The use of washi paper as a weaving material was the original idea of Takao Nakano, President of Fujilace, from 30 years ago. He
began searching for the right washi paper manufacturer and spent 15 years developingwashi paper threadfortacecmanufacturing: "Everyene-around
me was against my idea because of the possibility to decrease productivity, but visiting trade shows in Europe and-receiving valuableclues from
people with textile knowledge allowed me to learn by trial and error,” says President Nakano. He established a rhanufacturing method to keep the
fiber flow unidirectional to create shred-resistant papers; and conducted further researches‘to developa raschel machine that can keep the washi paper
thread from sagging while knitting. Fujilace has developed other hit sellers such as a roller.blind similarto.a Japanese woad blind,  The company's'plan
is to develop various products beyond the agricultural or interior purposes by using the techniques to manufacture washi paperthread andlaces.
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(photo) A recently developed agricultural net, which is knit with corn-based polylactide fiber and thread made from traditional Japanese paper, will be
marketed for other purposes such as rooftop greening and sand prevention. One of the hit sellersiis atoller shade'woven with-thread madefrom Japanese paper.







