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Modern-day Kurumekasuri, indigo-dyed cotton
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The origin of Kurumekasuri reaches back almost 200 years ago to end of

the Edo era. Den Inoue, a 12 year-old-girl, found white spots in her worn
out Aizome kimono. She unfastened the kimono and found the indigo
blue threads were cut in several places from repeated washes. She
discovered a way to draw patterns in the material by not dyeing some
parts in indigo blue. Kurumekasuri became popular for use in kimonos,
bedclothes and monpe or women's work pants. In 1957 Kurumekasuri
was designated an important intangible cultural asset. However in recent
times Kurumekasuri, along with other traditional industries, came under
dire straits. Shigematsu was established in 1931 as a weaving shop. In
2002 the Company launched their own brand Aigoyomi. Over time
Shigematsu has transformed into a wholesale dealer to designing and
manufacturing apparel, accessories and other original productions.
Employing young people in Kurume and applying systematic processes to
designing, binding and weaving to create new and innovative products: People

in this area must work together to maintain this valuable cultural asset.

People from outside this area would not be able to convey our love of this culture.”
Reasons Hideaki Shigematsu, President. Kurumekasuri is different from
other kasuri. It is cotton, not silk. That's what gives it a simple, light-weight
impression when worn. It is breathable and warm. Dyeing and weaving
can be done by machines. But we complete other processes and many
manufacturing stages exactly the same as people in Edo period,” President
Shigematsu reports. For example, the process that creates Kasuri patterns
by weaving the warp and woof consists of more than 30 detailed steps.
President Shigematsu actively participates in exhibitions and plans a full-

scale launch to urban areas in the near future.

[0 photo[TThe Japanese cotton ikat textiles called Kurume-kasuri have several pattern
variations such as picture ikat(e-kasuri) and small-pattern ikat(ko-kasuri).Many
combinations of Kurume-kasuri patterns are used for dressy aprons as shown in the
picture as well as blouses, tunics, and accessories such as hats and bags. Designs and
patterns are developed within the company.
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